THIE HEMP REGION.
. e
¥xtent and Oharactoristics of tho Homp-

... growlng Reglon of thic Unitod Statew
e slnnnrzﬁnmoz. Saturday, Aug. 6, 1637,

There is a region of Missouri of rapllt:_l.s

~ wlsing fame and importance, galning for ”ﬁ? (lvlf

Stato and a National reputation, which we ’\: .
fine as the “ Region ¢t the hemp: culture.” .

clally favored by nature i ¥ Uj“t{r'fl'l}lf‘:ill:??'.‘.lt]l:{;
elimate, navigation, anil superintive 101 )’l
Ieglon"’hns"'becoma (Lo geat of o hemp chlture

sreitiies ol and Natlonal foun-
Which hﬂ';l?nsltl:‘.onl:f;t:ul’turf: recelves spOCIﬂl at'ten-
ﬁgﬂt}ﬁ.twomy courties bivected by the hﬂsqm;lri
River, and all adjacent to lts two shores, . They
form a belt of Jand east and wost, iuclosed b(},
¢woon the thirty.eighth and fortieth degrees of lati.
tude. Heré is the production of these com'_v{l‘l_‘g!s in
hemp, flax and tobacco, in order as they lle al'ong
"the river—census of 1850 :

. Hemp, tons,  Tlay, ?ﬁ. 'l‘bfaq'cco'. bs,

JﬂOkson .............. 3“' l|4 3 3&' 20
Lnrayctm;‘. ceedeagenns 2'462 : 0,807 ! 75,035
BAUNC v o ersreneeeer 1,550 160 . 287,53
COOPOT. o v veverenn. 38 9,895 137,800
Mondteat............ .1 7,021 a0, 550
Cole,........... Cerea 11 5,129 43,150
leﬂifﬂ"' % g haan l 2,0‘18 5’353
Johnson,............. 0% 7,070 000
I'O“IB rreal e ’ 52 21784 1‘300
Miller..............., 3 5,600 12,000
Platte........ RETPRTeS 4,333 420 66,000
Y ceeniiinnnes vnn, 1,258 £8,107 © 20,050
Rayl00010 I AR NN NN ENE] '13‘ 6.802 516|906
Carroll,...., ,........ 30 1,779 289,869
Charlton.............. 170 3,213 2,067,008
HO“'BU.‘..“.. LI N B I R W“ 16;048 3,]88:122
oone.... ............ ) 20,605 684,049
Clinton............... 193 5.376 6,850
Randolph,.,.... ceree ik 17,308 2,202,796
Bll(‘himan AR RN R R RENY T lgsg‘i 020 v 7,850

14,173 tons, or 28,346,000 pounds,

Since 1850, the hemp calture has doubled in
vigor, both in the land assigned to its culture and
in the application of machinery to its production
and manufacture. The production of that year,
within the above reglon, was 28,346,000 pounds,
esl{mating the ton at 2,000 pounds; and that of the
whole State 16,119 tons, or 32,238,000 pounds.
~ The course of the Missoarl River throngh this
reglon of supdriative fortility may be compared to
the Nile flowing through lower gypt to the Med-
iterranean. Itis in the auility of an abundant
and bounteous production that this comparison
holds, but not in temperature. climate or physical
features. In Egypt the arable and Inhabitable dis-
trict {s limited to the ravive of the Nile, which is
overflowed and jrrigated by ita. waters; beyond
this the primoval desert reigns everywhera su-
premo. With usthe samse furtitity characterizes
the borders of the stream, which has the same
abundance of fertilizing watery, the same splendid
navigation, the same solemnity in its ever-flowing
channel and the same rodunduncy of benignant
attributes which have deitied the Nile. But, on
gvory slde, from the gently clevated crest that
bounds tho ravino of the Missouri, expands; with
u radius of one thousand miles, that variegated,
caloarcous plain, which we deline as the * Basin
of the Mississippl.” This undulating plain has an
area equal in capacity to all tha other rivor basins
of the world, and corabines ull their varieties. So
much does the mind revert to the ocean to ox.
plain by comparison fis exquisito romantic heauty,
at once immense aud regulur, that this hymn to
the sea may with propriety de.cribe it :

¢! Thou glorious mirror, where the Almighty's forin
Glasses iiself In tempest- | 1 alt time

Calm or convulsed,—in hreeze, or gale, or storm,

. Dark heaving ;—-boumilm-s. eidless and sublime—

The image of eternity—~the throne

©Of the Invincible,—* * * euch zone

Obeys thee ; thou goest forth, dread, fathomless,alone!
‘The current course of the Missouri and Missis.
-wippl Rivers i3 from north to south. The latter is
80 through its whole length. The Missouri, after
a southern course of 3,000 iniles, receives the Kan-
gas River in latitude 39°, turna abruptly to the
east, penotrates the Btate of Missouri and bisects
it from west to east, with a shannel four hundred
miles in length. Into the eastern mouth of this
channol all the great natural lines of travel com.
Jng from the Atlantic by the §t. Lawrence, Ohio
and South Mississippi Rivers concentrate as rays
to a focal point. They arc altognther carried for-
ward to the central west at the mouth of the Kan-
6as, whero the unbroken prairis formation meets
the river, and to which the sudiaut land routes over
thelr expanse, comlng from the Gulf of Mexico
and the Pacilic, Ocean, similarly concentrate. This
channel is, thep, now, and is destinod prospective-
1v to remain, the most thronged and wonderful in
the world. It'ls central, eust and 1west, to the
American Coytinent, to the Basin of the Missis-
&ippi and to the American Union ; it lies along the
azis of that isothermal, teinperate zone witkin
which is the zodiac of na:iona, and is also theaxis
of the population, prog-ess, travel, production,
consumption, commerce, tranaportation and habi.
tatlon of the human race, ¢ is the highway from
‘Weatern Kurope to Oriental Asfa, Itls under that
line of latitude where all things northern and
routhern meet and blend togc*her—-where the day
and night, the seasons of the yea-, labor, the growth
of naturd, and all the slementa- of human socicty
and ¢of the vegetable and animal world, have the
Widest range, the greatest varizcy and the highest
development. This chunnel has a double shore, or
800 miles of coast. It las the fawillar accommo-
- dation and safety of a canal, a rallroad, or a street.
Its depth of water and capacicy foe conmerce will
receive and carry forward the freightage of all the
oveans and all the continenis, Simllar channels
both antiguity and un.ode:n tines have seen and
tsed—such are the Lower Nile, the Bosphorus
sud Dardenclles, the Strait of Hercules, the Eng.
1ish Channcl, the Baltie's mouth, the Hudson from
New-York to Albenj--ouniy this has grealer
tength, divides more fertilo shorea and connects
rore nuinerous hosts of natione,

Suchis the Hemp Region. It has an altitude
oue thousand feet above the voa, a salubrity equal
to the Table Lands, a ferthity superior to the
Delta of Louisiana, an unlimited area, a navigation
better than the ses, o climate exactly congenial to
the white man, a rural beauty forever graceful,
fresh and fascinating. Tt iv, on u vastly magnificd
scule, the counterpart of that delicious and classic
Ttaly, truversed by the Po, dotted with cities,
Yenice, Verona, Mantus, Milun, of which Siagrs-
PEARE bag wrilten, and whe.e ViRoiL and ‘Passo
- sung. If an cllipse he described extending from
. the Qsago mouth to Fort I'lley, some: five hun.
-dred miles, and in breadth thece hundred, it will

- contain that distrlct of fat, lustrous soil, exuber.
“ant vegetation, graceful beauty and abundant
otreams, where nature has bountifutly blended all
her cholcest gifty to locate the raral quintessence
of America and of the worid !

Stimulated by the inspiring splendor of their nal-
tiral position, the vigorous population of this re-

~gion huve pursued agriculture, commerce
- manufactures  with an ambition and success
Which indicute o growing empire in nothing un.
worthy of their propectiva deatiny. Every de-

purtment of production and industry has been
tried, and all thrive, Hemp, tobacco, tlax, the grape

and wine, silk, sugar, the cercals and grasses ;
cattlo of the first breeds ; wyricultural machinery,
flowers, stoam and mining, Society exally its
tonhe by a taste for religions edifices and cloquence ;
| .edu_cntlon ,hmcoives great and universal care
-~ muslc and refinement are zealously cultivated.
Apart from these fascinating giits of nature and
the - prowise - which germinates beneath their
warrath, n prestige entwines itsall with and illu.
yninntes the history of this region. This runs
back to the golden time of the patrisrchal found:
ers of our continental empire ; it strotches over
tho dark chasm of seabord mondrchy, and has its
fountaln in the lumjnoys Aurora and among ”“‘_
Sramnorial patriots who limned out the profile of
oz continenta) empire and inangurhted tho march
of our destintes,  We have here amongst us the

graves of Das1tL Boow, Groear Rookrs O ARKY,

_tJACLEDE' and the namen of JOHKR JACOR ASTOR,

gl}(ﬁ;aand intrepld men who lad or befriended the

ioncers, those stars which shone in the first twi.
ploneers,

light of empire. To JEFFERSON and JACKSON wo
were known, and they have been known to us as
our {riends.

To understand this prestige hnd its strongth, it
is necessary briefly to select out and set apart to
themselves a few facts in the history of progross
which stand along its path, and like pyramlids in
the solitude fix ite remarkable epochs.

This system of civilized gociety, of which we
Amerieans form a part, is very anclent and §s in-
herited.  IisToRy is the Jourtial of its geographi.
eal progress, its vicissitudes, jts struggles, and its
energies.  Where society has assumed its largest
form and attained the highest level of civilization
and longest endurance, it is defined to be an em-
pire. History chiefly occuplos itself with the bio-
graphy of theso emplres, their rise, culmination
and decadence. They have appeared, lived and
departed, like gencrations of men. They lie along a

within an fsothermal belt, and form a zodiac 35 de-
grees in-width, The axis of thie modide alternates
above and below the 40th degrée- of latitude as the
the. nelghborhood or remoteness of the oceans
modify the climates of the continents. These em-
pires are the Chinese, the Indian, the Persian, the
Grecian, the Roman, the Spanish, the British, and
last; the Republican Empire of North America,

of time and wpon the hereditary line of progress.
Itis here that the mass of land s the greatest and
Where the continents most nearly approach one
another. This zodiac of nations contalns nine-
tenths of the white population of the globe, and
all its civilization. The territory of the American
people, extending across this continent, exactly
fitls this isothermal zone from edge to edge, ocen-
pying the whole connecting space between West-
ern Europe und Oriental Agia. It iy on those two
fronts of the old continents that the two hulves of
the human race are separately congregated, both
fronting America and fronting one another, face to
face, across America, The straight lne of inter-
course between them, only 10,000 miles in length,
pursues the axis of the isothermal zone, out of
which it never deflects either into the torrid heats
or the frozen north. Iere then Is the tonaclous,
the divine Instinet of progress and liberty which
fired the soul of CoLoMbus, of WASHINGTON, of
JEFPERSON and of JacksoN, In this faith they
lived ; this faith they vindlcated and never be.
trayed; and in this faith they died, to inherit
among posterity a supreme, untainted fimmortality.
This fuith forms tho inspiration of the declaration
of 1776, animated the patrlarchal generation, and
was renewed and codified in the Constitution of
‘87, It selected Jeverndon in 1798 and Jacksoy
in 1828, Its eagles are now erected among the
pioneers out in the wilderness, in Kansas, in Utah
and in Oregon.  Upon them are emhossed the an-
cient rights of man, the continental unjpn, the
continental tailroad, the continental cause!

Dwing the administration of Jurversox,central
cxlension, pursuing the isothermal line through
the continent, was prosecuted with groat vigor as
the favorite policy of the Govermnent. Lrwis
and CLARKE reconnoitered and made known the
character of tho rivers, the mountains and the con-
nections of the basing of the Mississippi and Co-
lumbia by direct passes. Jous Jacon Astow
planted trading colonies and paths through the
wilderness, awl upon the bank of the other seu ap-
posite to China,  The rapid creation of the States
of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinols and Missouri
carried forward the Union in a salient columny, em.
bracing the wator line of the great rivers and
reaching here to the geographical centre in 18201
Up to thal date the flanks had remained stationary
in New-Yorl and Georgia. The deslgn then was
to go through with the parallelogram of centrat
States from sea to sea, and from this base to ad-
vance outward, planting States simultaneously
towards the South and towards the North., This
policy was crippled during the time of Mr. Mabt.
HON by the vicissitudes of foreign war. It was
abandoned and reversed by Messrs. MoNRO® and
Apams,  In their time grew up the political divi.
sionx of North and Houth, and a maritime policy
nangurated itself. Bince that date, central pro.
gress has abruptly stopped and great activity upon
tlie flanks has brought them up to an even [front in
Iowa and a greatly advanced position in Texaa.
The central foree has, however, jumped the conli.
nent straight to the front, accupled the sea-cousts
of Orozou and California, and founded tho new
maritime pover upon the Pacific and opposiie to

Asin,

thirty yoars, central extension has rested as stag-
nant as though our great river had been frozen at
this poiut into solid and perpetual ice. Ithas heen
stopped by an artificial cordon of Indian tribes
and federal law ag effectunlly as by a continuous
wall of brasa extending fromn Louisiana to the 49th
degree, and rising in altitude from the prairie foun.
dation to the clouds, llence is seen the unique
and novel sight of o great continental cmpire
formed of a circular shell of States traced
ronnd the circumierent seaboard, and surronnding
o hollow and viacant disk of desert continent.
Such is at present the theoretial principles upon
which maritime policy legislatcy for the great re-
gion of our country connectlng the States of Mis-
souri and California straight across. The antago-
nistic struggle is between the instinst of progress
plowing outits highway through the continent,
along the isothermal axia by lund, on the one hand,
and on the other hand, the external shetl of narsi.
time power (o hold the continent fu a maritim:
Loop, and subject ity industriul greatness to a per-
1maent supremacy.

In the preal City of New-York the active in-
stinet of progress has always had a working
vitality, Like Rome, she hasg pursued an olastic
policy, and Las planted her esmmercial colonies at
the right fime, and in the right spots.  These colo-
nies, of the first class, are New-Orleans, Chicago
and San Francisco, With all of these she maln.
tains or needs direct connections by steamers, rail-
ronds and telegraphs, as also with Europe in the
rear.  The time ig vife for another selection, which
offers itsell in the centre of the Mississinpi Basin!
A key point of centrality and radiance, and of un-
itvaled excellence.  This is Independence, the
icetropolis of the Hemyy Region,

This younz and vigorous efty, crowning the
southern bank of the Missouri River at the point of
the angle where it deflects to tho North, beetlos
over the uvenues to the prairies of the Youth and
West, like Gibraltar at tho Strait of Hereules, It
covers the rear of St Louis, und confines ler lo
the narrow field of the State of Atkansna, By the
through railroad, coming by way of Chicago and
Keokuk, erossing the Missouri River at Brunswisk,
and nscending the south bank, an air-line road
exists of only lifty hours time, henco to Now-
Yok City. Theriver line of the Missourt, Ilinois
and St. Lawrence deflects but little froin an equal
straightness and o similar distanceinalles il
ronds pas:ing onwards to Galveston into Texus
and New-Mexico, to Ban PFrancisco, Utah and
Astorla will be the shortest lines from New-York
City to all these extreinities and varlous reglons of
our continent. Hero will be found tho shortest
diagonal line wherewith to bisect the productive
territory and population of the Union towards the
Southwest, through the grain, hemp and pasioral
reglons, Lo the sugar of Texas and the gold and
silver of Mexico. - It is shorter to Galveston than

any roule traversing the maritime Atlantle States

and bending with the sca.coast. It traverses a
liae of tho greatest varlu.t.y of production wnd
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XVI. of France, LasaLir and DE 8ovo, . ufactured metals. This kemp region is not more

!
i

. r—— - - ﬁ-;

largest distribution of groceries, dry goods and man-

celebrated for hemp than itis for tobacco, gran,
blooded cattle and waol, only this former produe-
tion is not shared with surrounding regions, whore
the latter engross exclusive altention. The pres-
ent population of the hemp region is 242,413 5 the
nekessed property, $105,449,655,

Here, then, is an immense foundation where-
from to grasp and control the expanding develop-
mentz in front, consequent upon the odlileration
of the Indiun barrier, and the bursting forth of the
pert-up flood of central progress, out over the

- praivies which undulate to Toxas, Mexico and the

Mouniains. The front wave of this flood-tide is
already in motion; its sprays prinkles the plains
almost to the mountain foot, The achievements

~of the coming decade of years will differ from its
“predecessor. It will exhibit a groater nuss of

serpentlue zone of the north hemtsphere of the globe, -

These are the essential ones in the reguler order

energy, concentrated in one direction, occupied by
a singlo object, and moving with immense means
over o very short line, which is perfestly straight
aid open.  Herotofore the active foree of progress
has been operating round the rim of our territory,on

Lake Superlor, in Californla, in Texas, in Florida,
In detached* squadrons separated from the vado of
old society,by tha'diainater of the continent,or keep-
ing up its communication ronnd the circumference
by sea. The opening decade beholds a concontric
movement, flooding into the centre and reducing all
movements to the shortest radii! Its career opons

with a general force of 30,000,000 of population,
having gold in hand, railroads, steamors, rivers
and prairies on their banks. The difliculties of the
wilderness are overcome, the temptation every
wiy increased, the means of motion enormously

. accumulated,

Sinee the selection of this aite of the City of In. |
dependence in 1824 to 1854, o chasm in time of |

Such is. the prosperous future which shines
over the central west, and fills the atmosphere to
the remotest horizon. This prospective view is
not teosanguine, it is not exagyerated, it isonly in
moderate and apppropriute proportion to the mate.
rial long accumuluting and now beginning to stir
with activity -through its whole reanfinated' bulk.
Sound henlth, complete preparation, :fresh' and
mature vigor, ‘Judgment and a defined and finlte
object all blend themselves with the limmense and
successful movement whiclh closes in to occupy the
centre of our country, to reunite its flanks, and to
adjust ite true and geographical balanees forever.

Respectfully, W. Giirix,



